
 
 

6th Grade Science Syllabus 
 
Mr. Stone 
(810) 951-9575 
bstone@bentleyschools.org 
My web page is available on the Bentley Schools website under Sr. High Teachers 
 
 
Course Description: 
In Unit 1, Students will investigate forces and motion, including how force and motion are related. Students 
will study how forces act on each other and on matter. 
 
In Unit 2, students conduct investigations demonstrating the transformation between potential and kinetic             
energy. They demonstrate that energy is not lost or gained in the process. They explore how heat energy                  
might be transferred through convection, conduction, and radiation. Students explain the conservation of             
mass and the structure and relative motion of particles (atoms or molecules) in the various states of matter.  
 
In Unit 3, Students will conduct investigations and study about waves and electromagnetic radiation and its 
impacts on humans and the environment. 
 
In Unit 4, students describe the relationships and roles of biotic and abiotic factors within ecosystems, using                 
those in the Great Lakes region as local and familiar examples. They recognize patterns in the flow of energy                   
in ecosystems, and categorize organisms as producers, consumers, and decomposers based on the way in               
which they obtain this energy. Students explore relationships and interactions within populations and             
discover how interrelations impact population stability. They identify abiotic factors and examine their             
effect on ecosystems. Students analyze the impact and predict the outcome of human activity affecting the                
balance of an ecosystem.  
 
In Unit 5, students use an understanding of Earth materials to analyze and make inferences about landforms,                 
Earth processes and history. They begin by keying out and mastering a limited, specific set of common rock                  
forming minerals followed by exercises in rock classification, using a specific set of important common rocks.                
Students explore chemical and physical weathering as processes that lead to the formation of soils and                
sediments. They investigate how physical weathering changes the Earth through erosion and deposition.              
They explore maps of landforms and relate their origins to processes of erosion, transportation and               
deposition of sediments. Students classify soils based on particle size and composition (i.e. organic material,               
minerals, air and water) and evaluate the sustainability of soils in light of current land use practices.  
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Classroom Rules: 

1. Our mission is to learn. 
 

2. Respect one another at all times. 
 

→ Classroom Policies and Procedures: (decided as a class) 
1. Warm up – there will be a warm-up activity which needs to be completed at the beginning of every class 
period. 
2. Materials – be sure to have all necessary materials with you when you come to class: pen/pencil, paper, 
folder or notebook. 
3. Folders – there will be folders for student use in the classroom for students’ use. 
4. Seating – you will be allowed to choose your seat but be sure to choose a spot where you will be able to 
see and hear instruction and not be too distracted to be successful. The seating arrangement can and will 
be changed by Mr. Stone as necessary to maximize the learning of all students. 
5. When working with partners or groups, which will be often, students need to maintain reasonable volume 
levels so that all students can concentrate and instructions can be heard by all. 
6. Hall passes – student passes will be limited and not allowed in the first or last ten minutes of the class 
period. Be sure to gather your materials, get water, etc. before you come to class. 
7. Emergency procedures – in the event of a drill or real emergency, follow the instructions of administrators 
and staff. 
 

Grading/Assessment: 
 
Students’ grades will be based on meeting/exceeding the state standards on summative assessments (tests, 
papers, projects, presentations, etc.). The goal is for students to show their understanding of the material.  
 
Students will be given multiple opportunities and methods to meet or exceed the standards. Every 
assessment will include material from previous units, so that student retention and progress toward 
previous standards can be monitored. They will be able to re-do/re-take assessment activities as well as 
assignments to show that they understand the concepts. Test re-takes will be allowed only if the student has 
completed all of the background and other learning activities leading up to the test. They will also have 
review activities and deadlines to be met in order to complete a re-test. 
 
Many of the class activities that will be completed in class are practice (background) and will have a minimal 
impact on students’ grades. These assignments, however, are very important in the process of learning the 
concepts being presented. These activities will include notes, guided readings, vocabulary activities, and the 
like.  
 
The goal of the class is that students understand and show their understanding of the concepts, so students’ 
progress and grades will be determined based on the most recent evidence of their understanding and not 
an average of their efforts over time.  
 
Students are responsible for getting and making up any work missed due to absence. If you miss a day, check 
with Mr. Stone for what you missed. 
 
Progress reports will be sent home at the midway point of each marking period. 
 
Semester grades are based upon the following formula: each marking period is worth 50%. In order to pass 
the class, students must show they have learned the material over the course of the semester. At the end of 
each semester there will be an assessment of the entire semester, which will give students a chance to show 
their understanding. For example, if a student has not previously shown understanding of a standard but 
shows they understand it at the end of the semester, the performance at the end will override their previous 
attempts earlier in the year. It does not matter when students show understanding of the content but that 



they understand it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have read, understand, and agree with the rules, procedures, and expectations of the class. 
 
 
Signed: 
 
 
________________________________ ___________ 
Student's signature Date 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ ___________ 
Parent/guardian signature Date 
 
 
 
For purposes of school-home communication, please also include a phone number and an e-mail 
address (if applicable) below: 
 
Phone: ______________________ 
 
E-mail: ______________________ 
 
 
Detach and return to Mr. Stone by Tuesday, September 13th. 
 
 
 
 


